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phlegmatic temperament is not likely to experience-
a transformation, of the explosive, soul-shatter-
ing type, which may be expected in those of a.
more eager and impulsive nature. The realisa-
tion of this generally accepted law would have
saved many noble hearts from misgiving. It is.
pathetic to find that most saintly and devoted
man, Jonathan Edwards, writing in his Diary:1
""The chief thing that now makes me in any
measure question my good estate is, my not hav-
ing experienced conversion, in those particular1
steps, wherein the people of New England, and
anciently the people of Old England, used to
experience fit." We are happily delivered from
the idea that conversion to be genuine must con-
form to a type. The sun's rays are not more-
different, when reflected from diverse surfaces,
than are the varieties of experience accomplished
in regenerate souls by the action of the same
"Spirit.

Very practical also is the stress laid by these
observers upon " adolescence " as the psycholog-
ical period for spiritual decision. Exaggerated
statements, it is true, have been made on this'
point by earnest men. Some of the most influen-